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Judge Level 1 Training Guidance for Candidates 

 

Introduction to Swim England Judge Level 1 Training 

Swim England Judge Level 1 (JL1) is the entry point into technical officiating within 
competitive swimming. It equips volunteers with the core knowledge and practical skills 

needed to act as Timekeepers, Chief Timekeepers, and Inspectors of Turns at 

licensed meets. The training blends online learning with mentored poolside experience, 

ensuring candidates develop confidence, accuracy, and a solid understanding of the 
rules that underpin fair competition. 

The programme is designed to be accessible for new officials, including parents, club 
volunteers, and swimmers aged 16+. It emphasises consistency, athlete welfare, and 
the integrity of competition. Candidates progress at their own pace, supported by 
qualified mentors and guided by Swim England’s national officiating standards. 

Required Processes for Judge Level 1 Candidates 

Below is the structured pathway every candidate must follow to complete Judge Level 1 

training and achieve qualification. 

1. Register for Judge Level 1 

Sign up through the Institute of Swimming website to gain access to the online learning 

platform and official training materials. 

https://instituteofswimming.org/course-information/swimming-technical-officials-

judge-1-theory 

Please ensure you register with your Swim England number obtainable from your 
Swimming Club membership officer. 

2. Complete Online Theory Modules 

Work through the mandatory e-learning units covering rules, roles, race procedures, 

and officiating standards 

3. Judge Level 1 Theory Completion Certificate 

Copy the certificate provided from Institute of Swimming and navigate to your 
membership page. Upload the certificate onto your membership page under JL1 Theory 
Certificate Complete – the format can be a picture or pdf 

https://www.swimmingresults.org/membershipcheck/member_details.php 

This will trigger your workbook being sent to your registered address. 

Once you receive your JL1 Training Workbook / Record an A5 booklet. 

https://instituteofswimming.org/course-information/swimming-technical-officials-judge-1-theory
https://instituteofswimming.org/course-information/swimming-technical-officials-judge-1-theory
https://www.swimmingresults.org/membershipcheck/member_details.php
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4. Arrange Mentored Poolside Practice 

Attend a broad range of licensed meets where a qualified mentor supervises your 
practical development in timekeeping and turn judging duties. 

Ensure you register as JL1 in Training and, where possible, note that you would like 

mentoring. 

Try to volunteer for at least two sessions, and, numbers permitting, we will try to get you 

at least one mentored session. 

You may be asked to perform the duties of JL1 as a trainee if numbers are low; the team 

on the pool deck will help you, and if you have any questions, speak to the Referee. 

5. Record Mentored Sessions 

Once you have completed your mentored sessions, log each practical element in your 

training workbook; mentors must confirm competence and may suggest areas of 
improvement to help you on your journey. 

6. Competency Sign-Offs 

At the conclusion of a mentored session, approach the licensed Referee for the event 
and ask if they can sign any competencies on page 8 of your workbook/training record 

numbered 1 to 11. 

7. Safeguarding 

Swim England takes safeguarding as an important aspect of your training. Please 

complete this training at the following link 

https://instituteofswimming.org/course-information/swim-england-foundation-

safeguarding-course-for-adults 

Please take a copy of the screen showing completion, as you will need to provide 

evidence of completion. 

8. Final Section  

The final section at the bottom of page 8 must be completed by a licensed Referee or 
the County Co-Ordinator – Jonathan Pope 

The completed page must be uploaded onto the membership website for you to be 
confirmed as Judge Level 1 

https://www.swimmingresults.org/membershipcheck/member_details.php 

 

 

https://instituteofswimming.org/course-information/swim-england-foundation-safeguarding-course-for-adults
https://instituteofswimming.org/course-information/swim-england-foundation-safeguarding-course-for-adults
https://www.swimmingresults.org/membershipcheck/member_details.php
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9. Receive Judge Level 1 Qualification 

Once all components are signed off and approved, Swim England issues your JL1 

certification and license, allowing you to officiate at licensed competitions. 

 

Additional Expectations for Candidates 

To support successful completion, candidates must also: 

• Maintain availability for poolside mentoring sessions at licensed meets. 

• Follow all Swim England and meet-specific codes of conduct, including 

punctuality, neutrality, and athlete-centred behaviour. 

• Use correct officiating equipment, such as a reliable stopwatch and 

appropriate uniform. 

• Communicate professionally with mentors, referees, and other officials. 

• Demonstrate consistency in applying rules, especially for turns, finishes, and 
stroke compliance. 

• Respect safeguarding requirements, including appropriate interactions with 

athletes and volunteers. 

 

Any questions or support should be directed to your club officials workforce volunteer 
or to: 

Jonathan Pope, Swimming Technical Officials Training and Development Co-

ordinator, Swim Hertfordshire. 

Email: officials@swimherts.org 

Mobile: 07889 177105  

 

mailto:officials@swimherts.org

